
 

St. Perpetua Outreach Committee Meeting 

February 1, 2022 

Members Present:  Mary Terjeson (Chair), Dee Dee Hansen, Ann Diemer (notetaker), Pat Snyder, Carol 
Weyer, Sandi Gritzer, Marj Ho, Marie Ward, Karen Kalvass 

Welcome and Prayer:  Mary welcomed everyone and led the opening prayer  

Speaker:  Kim Anderson, St. Perpetua Faith Formation Coordinator, joined the meeting to discuss 
opportunities for synergistic activities between Faith Formation and Outreach. Kim explained that she is 
responsible for the program for the 1st thru 5th grades.  There is another program for the 6th thru 8th 
grades that is called TEAM and run by others.  Her program is designed for children who are not 
attending Catholic school, and draws from public and private schools all over, not just in Lafayette.  In 
the lower grades it is designed to prepare children for First Communion.  Due to parent’s busy 
schedules, Kim tries to organize two events per month, not weekly events.  It seems that Sunday 
afternoon/evenings work best for most families.  The children are also asked to attend one Mass per 
month, which is geared to children and called the Rise and Shine mass. Throughout the year she holds 
four family nights where children do projects together as a family.  She typically designs projects around 
the liturgical calendar and has one in October for All Saints, one during Advent, one around Valentines 
Day which emphasizes God’s love, and one during Lent.  She does other projects, most notably 
preparing non-perishable lunches for the homeless, where the children and families donate the food 
and the children help prepare the lunches.   

Kim could use the help of the Outreach Committee in a number of areas, summarized as follows: 

 Items for Projects:  As an example, she will have the children prepare spring boxes for Hope 
Solutions that serves the homeless and poor.  These boxes will contain arts and crafts related to spring.  
It may be an opportunity for a Blue Barrel type collection for art supplies to be used in the boxes.  
Another suggestion was Blue Barrel for children’s socks and underwear to be included in boxes. 

 Funding for Projects:  While the families do pay for their children to attend the program, those 
funds are used to provide materials for different class projects.  For items that will be given to charities 
for distribution to their clients, Kim doesn’t have a dedicated source of funding, families donate goods.  
The Committee could do some outreach to the Parish to assist with Faith Formation projects that 
benefit charitable organizations in the community.  Such as we used to do with providing socks for the 
annual socks to the homeless project. 

 Assistance in the Classroom:  Kim could use assistance in the classroom when they are 
assembling projects.  If members of the Outreach Committee are interested in volunteering to assist, 
she would welcome our help. 

 We’ll keep in touch with Kim if she needs support for the planned spring box project and for 
possible future project participation as she plans out the next school year which begins this fall. 

Correspondence and Agency Updates:  

• There were no suggestions for future speakers but some discussion about asking a few of the 
agencies that we know very little about, such as Hope and SHARE, to join one of our meetings.   



• The committee discussed the Virtual Bulletin Board.  Mary collected three items to be emailed 
to Melly to be placed on the Virtual Bulletin Board.  These include a request for volunteers from 
Diablo Region MOW (Meals on Wheels) to serve as helpers to run errands, such as to the 
pharmacy or grocery store, for home bound seniors. Also a request from CCIC for storage space 
for the household goods they collect prior to distributing them to clients and an announcement 
from Loaves and Fishes about their upcoming fundraising Gala and expansion plans which 
include a mobile delivery van.  Subsequent to the meeting, Ann received an announcement from 
the Contra Costa Food Bank regarding a matching donation opportunity for the month of 
February that will also be included. 

Financial Report:   

Ann Diemer presented the Financial Report.  She explained that there were only $1000 in new donations 
collected in January and there were almost $1000 in trailing expenses since last meeting for January 
Shelter Dinner and CCIC cleaning kits.  Therefore, the balance in the Outreach account remains at about 
$675 and there is not enough money for any donations, given that there will be expenses for a February 
Shelter Dinner.  There was discussion about why Outreach donations are down.  Apparently there have 
not been envelopes included for Outreach the last two fifth Sundays, Pat and Mary are following up with 
Wendy on this. So that may be one explanation.  But not everyone uses envelopes, so it seems we need 
to do some advertising to make people aware of upcoming Outreach collection Sundays.  Sandy is going 
to work on adding an alert about a week before each 5th Sunday collection in the Timely Perpetuan to 
try and get peoples attention before the actual Mass.   

Ann noted that she did not recall it being emphasized at 9:30 am Mass prior to the collection.  Note:  In 
reviewing the recording, the lector simply said ‘The second collection is the quarterly collection for 
Outreach’. Many people may be unfamiliar with what that means.  In addition to what Sandi is doing, 
I would suggest we add something to the Outreach web page to explain that our funds come from 
second collections on fifth Sundays. Then, on the fifth Sundays add a little wording to what is said 
from the pulpit….such as “The St Perpetua Outreach Committee distributes funds to many needy 
agencies in the County from the proceeds of our fifth Sunday Outreach collections.  Please, if you are 
able, be generous in the second collection today.” 

Food Drive:   

• The St. Vincent de Paul Pantry was held on Sunday, January 23.  Dee Dee had contacted the 
Food Pantry and gotten a list of needed items.  She also learned they have undergone a change 
in leadership and are planning to expand their open hours to Saturdays.    

• The next Food Drive will be on February 27 for Monument Crisis Center.  Sandi and her husband 
will be there as well as Carol Weyer, Ann Diemer and Marie Ward.  Dee Dee, Ann and Carol 
suggested, based on the last food drive, that a collection of half hour should be sufficient.  Most 
people are dropping their food off now at Mass’s and not at the actual one-hour drive thru.  The 
traffic after the first half hour has been very light.  It was agreed to do the next food drive for a 
half hour, from 12:30 to 1:00 pm. 

• Mary T and Ann D have been talking to Gary Guerrero of high school Youth Ministry about 
possible assistance from some high school students with heavy lifting for the food drives.  There 
is a question about whether the adults would need Safe Child training.  They will update the 
Committee as information becomes available.  

• Future dates: 
 March 20 – St. Vincent de Paul Pantry 
 April 24 – Monument Crisis Center 



 

 

Other Activities and Items 

• Shoes that Fit – Marj Ho reported that she finally heard from Los Medanos School in Pittsburg 
and they are excited about restarting the program. She had been contacting them since the 
beginning of the school year, with no success.  There has been a large turnover in staff, and she 
spoke with the new Principal and Vice Principal, who were both very willing to work with us.  It 
will take them a few weeks to get organized, as they knew nothing about the program.  They are 
hoping to have a list to us of 30-40 kids needing shoes in 2 to 3 weeks.  Marj has not heard from 
Willow Cove School since the beginning of the school year, but is expecting they will also have a 
new list in several weeks. 

• Sock Project - Kim Anderson is thrilled that Outreach is willing to work with Faith Formation on a 
joint project. It will likely be something other than the traditional sock project, as discussed 
under “Speaker”. 

• Marie and Karen reported that Friendly Manor continues to be on hold. Currently there is no 
need for lunches.   

• Winter Nights – Karen gave an update.  We again serve Winter Nights in Orinda from February 
5-11.  The sign up Genius went live on 1/14/22.  In addition, there were sign-ups after Masses on 
the weekend of 1/22-23 and 1/29-30.  Following that, Karen still had a number of needs so she 
asked that Christoph send out an email to the parish, and all the needs were filled almost 
immediately. Karen described that, due to Covid, they are keeping each family in their own 
“pod” and feeding them separately.  Also, there is no tutoring this year to minimize physical 
contacts. 

• Shelter Dinners have resumed and this month the dinner will be February 13 and handled in its 
entirety by the Women’s Ministry. 

Communications and Publicity 

• We were all thrilled to have Sandi back and she reported that she has everything she needs for 
publicity! 

Closing Prayer:  We ended the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer. 

Next meeting will be March 1 at 7:00 pm; a recorder is needed. 


